Replacing Ignition Points on a
1960s Vespa 150

By Brian Dornboss with John Bettencourt

If you have one of the most common older model Vespas, you may find thac
after a few thousand miles of riding, the scooter’s engine performance may not
be as crisp or responsive as you had remembered. This was the case with April's
1961 Cushman Vespa 150 (VBBI1T} and after changing the spark plug, cleaning out
the carburetor and some other rourine maintenance, we suspected the points and
condenser. If your points are relatively new, vou can usually clean them with some
ultra-fine sandpaper, ensuring that all lefover grit is cleaned off. However, with this
set, it was clear that the points were arcing and in need of replacement. Once you
purchase the right parts, the installadion is fairly scraighcforward.

Supplies Needed:
~ Points
Condenser
Ratchet set, Metric sockets, Slotted a

gy ry flywheel removal tool
A clear place to separate all the various bolts. screws washers etc.
that will need 1o be replaced :

Gently spin the crankshaft using the kickstart lever and inspect it for wear.

To remove the existing points mechanism, remove the circlip and washers and

reserve them.
Remove the screw that holds down the ignition wires.

When removing the points, make sure not to lose the adjuster screw which & diffieult 1o
buy, even at scooter shops

Remaove the selector box cover.

Remove fan shroud screws.

Remove cylinder shroud bolts to loosen the shroud.

Remove the fan shroud.

Remove the fan.

Remove the flywheel using the appropriate factory tool or an air ratchet with the
bucterfly artachment.

Orient the keyway straight up and remove the woodruff ey,

Inspect the keyway for damage.

You may want to inspect the flywheel taper and woodruff key for any damage. The
woodraf} key should be free of nicks and flat on top with no wear marks or flaring. The
keyway should be straight and the sides should be unworn and parallel. Such wear could
hinder your timing and make it difficult 1o get the bike to run optimally

Checle the points’ post for uneven wear.

Remove the hold-down screw for the condenser, which also holds down the fele
lubrication pad_\Remove the felt pad.

Compare the old and new condenser to make sure that they are the same sizc and
depth.

If there are no existing marks, mark your stator so that it can be re-assembled correctly.
This assumes that your timing is correct. If it isn't= well, you can find an article on

timing in Scoot! #16-Spring 2001).

Remove remaining screws and the stator plate. Come bikes have an extra coil {such
as this model) that you may have to unscrew in order to access the stator screw
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below it.
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